May 31, 2010

Senate President pro Tem Darrell Steinberg

Assembly Speaker John Perez

Capitol Building

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:  Our communities need reliable and robust funding for public transportation.
Dear Senator Steinberg and Speaker Perez:

We are writing to thank you for your leadership and commitment to securing funding for public transportation.  Transit funding is not only critical to implementing SB 375—California’s landmark Sustainable Communities and Climate Protection Act—but it is central to California’s economic recovery and long term prosperity.

· Transit investment creates more jobs than spending on any other form of infrastructure
Consistent with historical trends, Congress’ Transportation and Infrastructure Committee recently found that federal stimulus spending on transit resulted in almost three times as many jobs for Californians at half the price of building roads and highways.
  Transit spending is simply a better investment of public funds if the goal is job creation. 
· Transit saves California households much needed money
California Households that have strong transit access already save over $3,800 per year on average, and create 27% to 42% less global warming pollution, depending on their region.  The current round of cuts and higher fares mean more cars on the road, more congestion and higher household spending 
. 
· Investing in transit can create local jobs

Californians send $30 billion out of state every year to pay for fossil fuels
.  Households that save money on transportation can re-invest those dollars in their local economy, creating local jobs. 
The Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) responsible for implementing SB 375 are working hard to create plans that reduce congestion, get people to work, preserve open space and maintain California’s high quality of life. But they desperately need transit funding to make sure these plans come to fruition.   It is responsible and fair to provide these MPOs with the tools to raise needed funds. We strongly recommend passing legislation this year to enable the MPOs to adopt regional pollution fees on vehicle fuels or vehicles to fund public transportation and other critical projects. Fuel fees are an appropriate and intelligent means to fund transit, bicycle, and pedestrian improvements in order to assure that California realizes the benefits of a robust transportation system.
There is broad public support for investing in public transit.  Over two-thirds of Los Angeles County voters supported a sales tax increase under Measure R, which approved 12 transit projects vital to the region’s economic growth.  The “30/10 Initiative,” which accelerates the deployment of these projects, has garnered similar broad-based public support.  Both Senator Boxer and Senator Feinstein have stated that the initiative will put Californians back to work, while building a more efficient transportation system that will grow our economy for decades to come.  Voters across the state have shown they support mesures that are primarily, or entirely for public transportation. 

We greatly appreciate your continued leadership on public transit issues and urge you and other legislative leaders to give Metropolitan Planning Organizations the authority they need to assure that California remains economically competitive with a strong, diverse transportation system.  We stand ready to assist in this important effort.  
Sincerely, 

	Amanda Eaken 
Natural Resources Defense Council


	Stuart Cohen

TransForm


cc:  
Senator Alan Lowenthal
�Figures calculated from data provided by the states through October 31st, 2009 and released by the U.S. House of Representatives Transportation and Infrastructure Committee on �December 10th 2009  �HYPERLINK "http://transportation.house.gov/News/PRArticle.aspx?NewsID=1079"�http://transportation.house.gov/News/PRArticle.aspx?NewsID=1079�


�   From TransForm’s 2009 report, indfall for All .  � HYPERLINK "http://www.transformca.org/windfall-for-all" �http://www.transformca.org/windfall-for-all�


� http://www.e2.org/ext/doc/Econ%20Benefits.pdf;jsessionid=28C1FE1177682136761421828128152F





