Resolution in Support of a Collaboration between BUSD, Safe Routes to Schools and City of Berkeley’s Injury Prevention Unit
Introduction: BUSD, the City of Berkeley and Safe Routes to Schools have collaborated on walking and bicycle safety activities since 2001. The many efforts to collaborate include Walk to School Day events every year at many elementary schools, in-class presentations and after school bike rodeos at various schools, teacher workshops that introduce the Safe Routes Teachers Guide and parent workshops.  The three entities would like to request a formalized partnership that address the increasing importance of including pedestrian and bicycle safety as a part of the school district culture, and encourage students to take the bus to school.  

The value of the events and efforts to encourage walking, bike riding, car-pooling, and use of school buses are self-evident, but worth mentioning: reduction in congestion, traffic, noise, and pollution around our school sites, important life-long habits of walking and bike riding for regular exercise and cardiovascular health; and parent, student, and school staff awareness of safe walking and bike riding zones and areas to and from and around school sites. Several of our school sites are situated on narrow, crowded residential streets, and reducing car traffic is a particular safety and quality-of-life benefit for these sites and the surrounding neighborhoods (but others as well). 
Financial Impact: None 
 

WHEREAS, the Berkeley Unified School District, City of Berkeley’s Injury Prevention Unit and Alameda County Safe Routes to Schools Partnership are all extremely concerned about the safety of our students;  

WHEREAS, the three above-named entities have been collaborating extensively since 2007 to present a wide range of activities that encourage students to walk, bike and take the bus safely to school, including parent and student workshops, International Walk and Roll to School Day and classroom lesson plans; 

WHEREAS these activities serve to remind and educate families, parents, teachers, staff, and children that walking, biking and taking the bus to school can and should be safe, healthy, and beneficial to both personal health and the safety and health of neighborhoods and communities; 

WHEREAS the benefits of these activities include reducing automobile traffic, lessening pollution, congestion, and noise, and creating a further appreciation of our neighborhoods and communities, and helping to establish safer pedestrian and bicycle routes to and from each school site; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Berkeley Board of Education officially endorses the partnership between the Berkeley Unified School District, City of Berkeley’s Injury Prevention Unit and Safe Routes to Schools program, thereby highly encouraging parents, students, teachers, principals and other site staff to participate in all activities related to bus riding, pedestrian and bicycle safety.

